SDL RABKIN 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
75 HENRY STREET 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11201 

522-7466 



May 11, 1973 



Mr. Harold WeisHerg 
Rt. 8 

Frederick, Maryland 21701 
Dear Harold, 



This is in belated acknowledgment of your letter of April 12, 1973. 
In view of the opening sentence of your letter, I am having this 
letter typed. But I must confess my handwriting has "become crabbed 
and illegible as the years passed. I guess it's because I resent 
the slowness with which my hand tries to keep up with my thoughts 
which wing along, not because I*m such a fast thinker but because 
as time gets shorter and shorter for me, I find myself pressing to 
speed up completion of such chores as writing things out. 

Let me comment on things in your letter. All of life for good guys 
consists of learning that there are people who can’t be trusted; 

This is true of the publishing industry, especially the marginal 
part of it with which you have had to deal. It is almost axiomatic 
that in royalty contracts with publishers you should expect to be 
cheated. After all accountants are limited to the books the 
publisher gives them and they reflect entries made by the publisher. 
The accountant cannot, except at great expense, go behind those 
entries. That's the rub. And even if you establish a case, the 
cost of litigating it often exceeds what you'll get if you win. 

As for the property, why not explore with local banks how big a 
mortgage you can get on it? That would help you to find out what 
kind of value you can get for it that way. Then you'll know what 
you can realize on it by taking the mortgage and defaulting on it, 
allowing the property to be foreclosed. Just be sure that the 
bank's recourse is limited to the mortgaged property and is not 
against you personally. 

I find your comments on your dealings with the DJ interesting 
especially in view of recent developments with respect to the DJ. 
There have been a lot of changes there recently. Maybe that 
surveillance of which you speak may join the Ellsberg surveillance 
as an element of the cause celebre which is making the current 
headlines in the national press. 
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Mr, Harold Weisberg 



May 31, 1973 



I’m sorry to hear about Lil’s difficulties and her inability to 
travel. And I’m even sorrier thatiny current job allows me no 
opportunity to get down to Washington, Not that Frieda’s mother 
is dead we don’t get down there much even to see her sister, 
Edith^ and her husband. But if we do have occasion to get do™ 
there, I’ll let you know before so we can get together. In any 
case let me know when you’ll be in New York so we can get 
together then. 

Finally, on the matter of lawyers and their oversights. I’ve 
learned a lot about them since I’ve been working here and 
reading briefs. I’m often shocked at how poor the quality is. 
And of course. I’ll verify your story to Lil. 

Keep in touch. 



Sincerely, 




Sol Babkin 



SRimef 



